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Shipping Documents Points to Consider Relative to Fuel Tax 
Administration (2012) 

 
Introduction:   
What is a Bill of Lading?  It is a document signed by a carrier (a transporter of goods) or the carrier's 
representative and issued to a consignor (the shipper of goods) that evidences the receipt of goods for shipment 
to a specified designation and person. 
 
Carriers in all modes of transportation issue bills of lading when they undertake the transportation of cargo. A bill 
of lading is, in addition to a receipt for the delivery of goods, a contract for their carriage and a document of title 
to them.  Its terms describe the freight for identification purposes; states the name of the consignor and the 
provisions of the contract for shipment; and directs the cargo to be delivered to the order or assigns of a 
particular person, the consignee, at a designated location.  
The Code of Federal Regulation Title 49, part 172.201 authorizes the data requirement for common carriers.   
 
In the motor fuel industry, a manifest or bill of lading is the document that must be issued by the refinery, 
terminal and/or bulk plant for each withdrawal from that specific location.  The manifest or bill of lading shall 
show the following information:  a unique number for the document, date shipped, name of carrier, origin (name 
and address of the terminal, refinery or bulk plant where product was loaded), the terminal or refinery control 
number (as issued by the IRS), name of the supplier, the receiving party (consignee), the destination, particular 
description of the product loaded, and the number of gallons.  Some states may require supporting 
documentation or a separate bill of lading for split loads. 
 
Any manifest, bill of lading, shipping paper or invoice for special fuel which is indelibly dyed in accordance with 
regulations prescribed pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 4082 shall include the statement "DYED DIESEL FUEL, 
NONTAXABLE USE ONLY, PENALTY FOR TAXABLE USE."  
 
Some states require the tax due and/or the responsible party for tax to be included on the shipping document.  
Most states require printed bills of lading although few will authorize the use of hand written bills of lading. 
 
Problem:   
One of the biggest problems with shipping documents is that shipping document formats vary by industry and by 
terminal operator.   When printing several copies of the bill of lading, the print becomes illegible.  The format of 
some documents does not clearly identify the physical address of the terminal, refinery and/or bulk plant.  The 
bill of lading number may not be legible or may be confused with other numbers on the document because it is 
not required to be uniform.  The name of the supplier may or may not be on the shipping document.    
 
Solution:    
A standardized shipping document with a uniform format that designated a specified area for:  the name and 
address of the location where the fuel was loaded; the unique document number; the supplier’s name; the date 
product was loaded; identification of product; gallons loaded (net and gross).    Any other information required 
by the domiciled state or the Federal government could be placed on the shipping document in an area 
according to each terminal’s specification.   
 
Much of the information on a bill of lading is already transmitted electronically to the suppliers.  This format must 
already be standardized.  The idea solution would be to transfer that information to a standardized hardcopy 
which is printed for the transporter.


	Biodiesel: Points to Consider Relative to Fuel Tax Administration (2007)
	Ethanol: Points to Consider Relative to Fuel Tax Administration (2007)
	Motor Fuel Tax Issues with Natural Gas and Other Alternative Fuels (2009)
	Motor Fuel Tax Calculation Methods - Adjustable Rates (2010)
	VIRTUAL AUDITS (2011)
	Excise Tax Online Exchange (ExTOLE) (2011)
	Shipping Documents Points to Consider Relative to Fuel Tax Administration (2012)
	Compliance Tools (2013)
	Motor Fuel Tax Issues with Natural Gas and Other Alternative Fuels (2013)
	Points to Consider for Gains and Losses in the Petroleum Industry (2014)
	Flash Sales Points to Consider Relative to Fuel Tax Administration (2015)
	What is the Difference Between Biodiesel and Renewable Diesel? (2017)
	Identifying Fuel Imported via Railcar (2018)
	Minimizing Fuel Disruptions Due to Declared Emergencies or Natural Disasters (2019)
	TRANSLOAD ACTIVITIES Points to Consider Relative to Fuel Tax Administration (2020)
	Electronic Bills of Lading Points to Consider Relative to Fuel Tax Administration (2020)
	Dyed Diesel Fuel Fraud Detection and Enforcement Best Practices (2022)
	ELECTRIC VEHICLE TAXATION POSSIBILITIES Points to Consider Relative to Fuel Tax Administration (2023)
	What is a Petroex Number? Terminal/Pipeline Order Flow Process (2023)

